
There Is No Better 

Way For The

Mathematical 

Research 

Community To

Invest In Its

Future.

“Taking students at the
beginning of their careers,
you cannot see the full
fruits of your work. Like
Johnny Appleseed, you
have had the wisdom to
know that the work 
you began would
continue...” 

The AMS

Epsilon
Fund
for Young Scholars

Investing
in the Future
of Mathematics
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AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY



A Lifelong 

Passion 
for Mathematics Most

Often Grows From 

Youthful Enthusiasm.
For many, that enthusiasm was
nurtured in a summer program for
talented high school students. But
creating and sustaining such programs
have become increasingly difficult.
These mathematics programs are often
held on college or university campuses,
sustained by one or two dedicated
faculty who have both vision and
energy. Funding comes from many
sources—universities, corporations,
agencies, tuition—and raising funds
requires a great deal of effort. Student
tuition often discourages some of the
most able students, especially those
who come from disadvantaged groups.
Faculty and students need support 
from the mathematics community.

AMS Support for 

Young Scholars 
The

Epsilon Fund
You Can Make

A Difference

The American Mathematical
Society created a program to
provide that support. Each year
since 1999, the Society has
awarded grants to selected
summer programs for student
scholarships and other
expenses. These grants cover
only a small portion of the total
costs, but they can make a large
difference in attracting addi-
tional funding. And for students
who receive a scholarship, the
money often makes the differ-
ence between attending or
not — a difference that may
affect the rest of their lives.
During the past summer, eight
young scholars programs
received grants from the AMS
totaling $80,000. A similar
amount will be awarded during
the summer of 2002.

These grants will have the most
effect, however, if they are
secure for the future. For this
reason the Society has created
the Epsilon Fund (“Epsilon” was
a term used by the late Paul
Erdös for young mathematicians)
and designated it as an endow-
ment for AMS support of young
scholars programs. The goal is to
reach at least $2 million dollars,
which will provide at least
$100,000 in support each
summer. An endowment is a
sure way to provide continuing
support — support that grows
with inflation over time.

There is no better way for the
mathematics research commu-
nity to invest in its future.
Hundreds of our present
research mathematicians had
their first mathematical experi-
ence in these summer
programs. Thousands of scien-
tists and professionals learned
about mathematics in this way.
The only certain way to ensure
long-term support is to create
an endowment, and we need
your help — we need the help of
every mathematician — to build
the Epsilon Fund for the future.

“(The) summer math
program was the single
most important event of
my high school years. 
It gave me the opportu-
nity to broaden my
horizons and challenge
myself in ways my high
school did not.” 

“It was an unforgettable
experience, involving
unforgettable people!
Like novices preparing
for a vocation, we ate,
slept, talked math.”

“My eight weeks at 
the program left an
indelible imprint on 
my life. I’m now a
professor of computer
science at MIT.”


