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{/bf Abstract.} Informally, a quasigroup with identity, briefly — a loop, is a group without the axiom of associativity.
In 1939, Reinhold Baer showed how to obtain any loop as a “factor loop” of a group. In the early 1940’s, A.A. Albert
systematically studied quasigroups in two fundamental papers. Reinhold Baer’s 1939 work naturally leads to the idea of
a near normal subgroup. In this talk we will survey some loop theory, introduce the idea of the “loop cloud” of a group.
consider some examples of near normal subgroups, and consider some properties of the loop cloud of a group; e.g. G is
a non abelian simple group if and only if the loops in the loop cloud of G are not groups. /end{Abstract} (Received
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