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Laser drilling is used in many industries due its advantages over conventional drilling techniques. Advantages include

low heat release, consistency and accuracy. The process is quite involved and includes absorption and reflection of the

beam, creation of plasma and melt ejection. The goal of this work is to show that for some regimes, simple and fast

computational models can very accurately predict depth penetration, the fore most important aspect of the process. To

this end, we will describe a quasi one-dimensional model and compare its prediction to experimental results. (Received

February 02, 2009)
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