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To a contact manifold with convex boundary we associate a contact element in its sutured Floer homology. We then

describe the natural gluing map on sutured Floer homology induced by inclusion of one sutured manifold (M ′, Γ′) into

another (M, Γ) in presence of a contact structure compatible with the dividing sets on the complement M \ M ′ . As an

application we produce a (1+1)-dimensional TQFT and study its properties. (Received February 04, 2008)
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