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We explain how the class of geometric objects having Whitney regular stratifications is ample enough to include most sets

of interest in the field of computational topology, yet sufficiently structured to be well suited for both computational and

differential topological analysis. Analogs of tubular neighborhoods are described for these objects, and applications of

these constructs to questions related to effectively computable means for testing topological and isotopic consistency are

touched upon. This represents certain aspects of preliminary joint work with T. Peters on localizing isotopy equivalence

algorithms. (Received August 22, 2006)
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