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If f is a meromorphic function on the plane, let

K(f) = lirrisup N0, f%(t ]J\Z)(T’ sk f),

where we use standard functionals from Nevanlinna theory. It has long been conjectured for all meromorphic functions
of nonintegral order p that K(f) > K(L,), where the entire function L, is the canonical product with negative zeros
satisfying n(r,0, L,) = [r?]. This conjecture has been established only for p < 1. We show the existence of py > 1 such
that if 1 < p < pg then K(f) > K(L,) for all meromorphic f of order p satisfying N(r,0, f) + N(r, 00, f) ~ r? (Received
January 11, 2007)




