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If G is a finite group, let ram(G) denote the smallest number of primes (including the infinite prime) ramified in any

Galois extension of Q with Galois group G. Then ram(G) is at least max(1,d(G/G’)) and we conjecture that there is

always equality. This talk describes consequences of this conjecture and work of Nadya Markin establishing special cases

of it. (Received February 19, 2006)
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