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06511. Heegaard splittings and hyperbolic geometry.

Hempel conjectured that if a closed orientable three manifold admits a Heegaard splitting with “handlebody distance” at

least three, then the manifold is hyperbolic. Examples of Heegaard splittings with an arbitrary large handlebody distance

were constructed by Kobayashi and Luo. We will discuss the relation between the Heegaard splitting and hyperbolic

geometry and a possible approach toward this conjecture. (Received September 01, 2004)
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