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We discuss certain surface subgroups of word-hyperbolic closed three-manifold groups which are bounded in a reasonable

sense geometrically analogous to the way in which pleated surfaces in hyperbolic three-manifolds have bounded diameter,

and we show that such surface groups are tame. The proof generalizes Bonahon’s technique for shortening laminations

in hyperbolic three-manifolds. (Received August 31, 2004)
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