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It is a folklore theorem that almost all steady incompressible inviscid flows in 3-d are unstable. We give a precise version

of generic instability by using three ingredients: (1) the instability criterion used by Friedlander-Vishik; (2) results on

genericity of curl eigenfields with respect to the geometry of the domain; and (3) a recent homology theory based on

contact structures, as developed by Eliashberg, Givental, and Hofer. (Received August 31, 2004)
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