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We start giving an algebraic definition of a m-notes mode in a chromatic set of n elements as a composed map between Zm
and Zn. Then we study the different geometries shown up by the modes around the circle of the fifths, proposing a natural

definition of a winding number of a mode generalizing the concept of well-formedness, proposed by Carey and Clampitt.

Thanks to the properties of this topological index, and the different patterns determined by the representation of different

modes, we can successfully classify them. Finally, several properties, such as Myhill and CV and some connections with

Stern-Brocot trees, are taken up and revised in this new framework. (Received August 27, 2004)
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