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Faithful Functors and Ample Semigroups.

We report on some recent results concerning faithful functors from small categories to monoids. These include the fact

that a small category is cancellative if and only if it admits a faithful functor to a cancellative monoid, and locally

unipotent if and only if it admits a faithful functor to a unipotent monoid. We also obtain some related embedding and

decidability results for ample semigroups. (Received August 19, 2004)
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