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We shall sketch a proof of a weakening of the Erdős-T. Sós conjecture. The conjecture states that if Tk is a fixed tree

of k vertices, then every graph Gn of n vertices and

e(Gn) >
1

2
(k − 2)n

edges contains Tk. Our Main Theorem asserts that for every η > 0 there exists an integer n0(η) such that if n, k > n0(η)

and a graph G on n vertices contains no Tk then

e(Gn) ≤ 1

2
(k − 2)n+ ηn.

The proof is rather complicated. Using an even more involved proof (but along the same lines) we can prove the sharp

version (η = 0) as well. (Received August 25, 2004)
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