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Affine Hecke algebras are regarded as extensions of Hecke algebras. Geometrically, this corresponds to considering braids

in the solid torus rather than a solid cylinder (modulo appropriate relations). In the same way affine BMW algebras can

be regarded as extensions of BMW algebras. We show that a natural extension of Morton and Wassermann’s isomorphism

between BMW algebras and tangles (modulo Kauffman relations) gives an isomorphism between affine BMW algebras

and tangles in the solid torus. (Received September 14, 2004)
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